
Composers vs Prodigies. 

Recently, I’ve had much insight into the benefits of being a creator, and of being a prodigy. For me, as 
someone who plays piano with an obsession, and also wants to be a composer, I want to seek the 
difference between the two. Personally, I think I’m at the huge advantage that I’ll never be a prodigy 
(being a prodigy simply wouldn’t suit me). This means, as a pianist, I might never really have much of 
a performing career. Luckily, I never put too much thought into it. There were times when I thought 
that’s something I would really like to do, but it never meant as much to me as something like 
composing and writing music did. 

Reading Originals by Adam Grant brought up an idea, that prodigies are brilliant, rare and unique. 
However, they’re conformists. They conform to society. On average, prodigies of any field (not just 
music) were known for what they could do and achieve. But, what they achieved, had almost always 
been achieved sometime before them. They rarely actually move society forward. Obviously we have 
our exceptions like Mozart and Beethoven who were prodigies, a virtuoso, and era-changing 
composers. We also have potential prodigies like Claude Debussy, who decided to embark on a 
different path. Franz Peter Schubert probably falls into this category somewhere, too. 

As Adam Grant stated, prodigies rarely actually move things forward. They stick to what the world 
knows, but they do it in such an exceptional way that many/most of us can’t. Composers and creators 
are the ones that move knowledge and society forward. We provide the work for the prodigies, but 
fundamentally we create in order to improve, change and add to our fields of work. In its own way, this
is as hard a work as being a prodigy. But we hold an equally important, if not more important job than 
that of our amazing prodigies and virtuoso. 

Adam Grant states that there was often a common link between people who made the greatest 
entrepreneurs, inventors, creators and highly successful people. That link was that they were often just 
normal children, who fit into society and would never have really been labeled ‘exceptional’. Prodigies 
however were often spotted before they even old enough to know what it meant to be famous. The 
traits of creators came to show that they didn’t always confine by the rules of society and normal ways 
of doing things (and I’m not talking about breaking laws, I’m talking about not doing something simply
because everyone else does it). They were often labeled the ‘C achieving students’ rather than the ‘A 
achieving students’. 

The general ideology behind this comes to say that it’s the C-students that don’t try to be prodigies in a 
particular area, and therefore don’t attempt to confine by what is known to be a big achievement. By 
trying not to be A-students, the C-students take the back seat and rather than focusing on getting 
everything 100% perfect every time they do it. They move into areas that they don’t know, areas that 
can sometimes be really challenging and uncomfortable. The C-students were known to be more likely 
to follow the unknown, to take risks and to be in a position where they didn’t do to well, because it’s in 
that position that they were then ready to learn something knew. Prodigies stick with what they know, 
they stick with what they have a name of being good at, not really stepping into the uncomfortable or 
the unknown. This is the major difference between composers/creators and prodigies/virtuoso. 

Please don’t receive me wrong, I have an unconventional amount of respect and even pride for 
prodigies. What I am trying to say is if you aren’t a prodigy – like myself – it doesn't mean that you’re 
going nowhere, and it certainly doesn’t mean that you aren’t going to be successful. Nor does it mean 
you can’t be any good at the area you want to be good at. I’m studying the piano as a means of 
furthering my knowledge, understanding and appreciation for music, which will in turn benefit my 



compositions. For prodigies and virtuoso, piano is a means of an end within itself. It’s the be-all and 
end-all. That is extremely admirable. The amount one can achieve that way is simply just incredible. 
But if you are not that sort of person, you are equally as likely to achieve great things too. That is the 
point of this Further Read Article. 

Thank you for taking the time to read.

Jack, at Interconnected. 


